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A series of love affairs and nothing but love affairs.

Love begot of the heavy air, highly charged with the
artificial perfume of decadent civilization. Love that
flitters from this flower to that, seeking this and
forsaking that, likes butterflies. But those gold

variegated wings of his are not made by natuer; they are
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the gratuitous product of elaborate artifices, with the
specious appearance of reality. Such 1s the skill of the
juggler !

A love, all brilhant and hot, set 1n an intoxicating
aromatic scene. Another love, equally sensous and
glowing with colour, set in another earthy paradise. That
scarcely over, a third one in the midst of roses, violets,
brocade, and damask curtains. So on ad nauseam. There
1s no phrase in English so bit for the title of the book as
"The child of pleasure." Only the child 1s not the child of
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nature, and too spoiled to pursue pleasure with
innocence. Nor 1s he even for a moment conscience
stricken, being too refined and civilized for that. He 1s a
doomed child, never realising the horror and misery of
his doom.

An Italian 1t 1s that has written the book. Was he
cansciou, when he wrote 1t, of the effect wrought upon
him, by the climate, the art, the society, and the

so-called civilization of his own country ?
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